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Hawaii’s Unemployment Rate Remains Below the 
National Average for the Fifth Consecutive Month 

 
 HONOLULU – For the fifth consecutive month, Hawaii’s 

unemployment rate remains below the national average despite a 

slight increase in the State’s unemployment rate.  The Hawaii 

State Department of Labor and Industrial Relations announced 

today that the statewide unemployment rate in April was 3.7 

percent, an increase of 0.3 percentage points over March.   

This marks an improvement over April 2002, when the 

unemployment rate stood at 4.4 percent.  The statewide labor 

force in April was comprised of 576,300 employed workers and 

22,400 unemployed. 
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The bulk of the job losses in April occurred in state 

government, where employment decreased by 3,100.  Most of the 

job losses came from the Department of Education, where there 

was a seasonal drop in substitute teachers, casual workers, 

after school care workers and various support staff. In 

addition, the private elementary and secondary schools laid off 

300 employees, while the waste industry laid off an additional 

300 workers. 

  “We generally see a rise in unemployment during the month 

of April because of the seasonal drop in staffing in both public 

and private elementary and secondary schools,” said Nelson 

Befitel, Director of Labor and Industrial Relations. “However, 

Hawaii’s job market continues to show encouraging signs.  New 

jobs were created in the private sector and there were no 

significant job losses in the visitor industry despite the 

continued war on terrorism and other world events.”  

The private sector created 500 new jobs during the month of 

April. These new jobs came from the professional, scientific, 

and technical sector; the ambulatory health care services 

sector; and the arts, entertainment, and recreation sector.      

The only visitor-related industry to exhibit any shift in 

visitor industry employment, was the accommodation sector where 
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the drop of 200 jobs translated into an over-the-month decrease 

of ½ percent. 

In comparison to Hawaii’s unemployment rate, the national 

unemployment rate declined from 6.2 percent in March to 5.8 

percent in April.  “It’s also encouraging to see the 

unemployment rate on the national level continue to decline.”  
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For more information, contact: 
Contact Name:  James Hardway  
Contact Title:  Assistant to the Director  
Phone: (808) 586-8844 
Fax:     (808) 586-9099 
Email: jhardway@hawaii.gov 



APR MAR APR
2003 2003 2002

STATE 3.7 3.4 4.4
HONOLULU* 3.3 3.0 4.1
HAWAII COUNTY 5.7 5.1 5.9
KAUAI 5.0 4.3 5.3
MAUI COUNTY 3.7 3.5 4.5
     Maui Island 3.6 3.4 4.4

     Molokai 7.9 8.1 7.6

     Lanai 2.6 1.6 3.6

U. S. 5.8 6.2 5.7
* City & County of Honolulu

2002 2003

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR
U. S. 5.7 5.5 6.0 5.9 5.7 5.4 5.3 5.6 5.7 6.5 6.4 6.2 5.8
Hawaii 4.4 4.2 4.5 4.4 4.1 4.1 3.8 3.9 3.6 3.7 3.0 3.4 3.7
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COMPARATIVE RATES - U. S. AND HAWAII

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
(not seasonally adjusted)
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